FOUR       TALES        BY        ZELIDE

require so much time in order to adopt an idea
which would be agreeable to you, as well as to
your son and mine."

My father took my hand and made me leave the
room with him.

" Do not punish me," he said, " for not having
permitted considerations which appeared to me
powerful to give way to those that I thought weak.
I may have been blind, but I do not think that I
have been hard. Nothing in the world is so dear
to me as you. Continue to the end to deserve my
tenderness; I may wish that I had not been forced
to demand this sacrifice; but, since it has been
made, turn it into something meritorious for
yourself and beneficial to your father; show your-
self to be an atTedhonate and generous son by
accepting a marriage which will appear advantage-
ous to everyone but you, and give me grandchild-
ren to interest and occupy my old age and to make
up to me for your mother, your brother, and
yourself; for you never have belonged and perhaps
never will belong to yourself, to me, or to reason."

I went back to the breakfast room.

" Forgive my lack of eloquence/' I said to my
lady, " and pray believe that I feel more than I can
express. If you will promise me the most com-
plete secrecy about all this, and will permit me to
make a journey to Paris and in Holland, I will
leave to-morrow, and will return in four months
to beg vou to fulfil intentions which are so hon-
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ourable and advantageous to me."
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